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Artist Call Out  

Creative Explorers Summer Activity 

Staffordshire Libraries & Arts Service are seeking an artist to help develop a creative 

resource for our Creative Explorers programme aimed at children age 4-12 and their 

carers/ families. The programme will run alongside and support this year’s Summer 

Reading Challenge in Libraries, which this year celebrates ‘Gadgeteers’ – discovering 

the science and innovation behind the world around us. 

Phase 1: Creative Explorers 

We would like to commission an artist to develop an activity resource which 

encourages children to discover and explore ways to be creative with simple everyday 

technology.  

The resource will include a series of creative activities and prompts to inspire children 

to creatively experiment during the summer holidays using a variety of objects found 

at home, in their local environment or in the library.  

The artist will create an illustrative resource that can easily be reproduced and shared 

online, via email or printed off for use at home, school or in library settings. This will 

include a demonstration video that children can refer to throughout the summer for 

extra support and inspiration. 

Phase 2: Virtual School 

The artist will also use the resource to create 200 bespoke packs which include 

additional materials for looked after children via Staffordshire’s Virtual School. 

The activity resource and additional materials will provide the opportunity for children 

to complete their summer reading challenge and take part in creativity activities over 

the summer. They will then be invited to attend a celebration event at their nearest 

district library at the end of the summer to celebrate their achievements and share 

their work. 

The artist will deliver a creative activity at each celebration event to provide an 

opportunity for children to meet the artist and take part in a fun creative activity to 

make a ‘Gadgeteer’ inspired artwork to take home.  

Main Tasks 

• To provide images and material we can use to promote the project. 

• To design and develop an illustrative downloadable resource (PDF) 

incorporating a mix of activities and prompts that encourage creative 

exploration around the theme of science & technology.  

 

https://staffslibrariesculture.wordpress.com/creative-explorers/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/gadgeteers-intro
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/gadgeteers-intro
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• To work with libraries to expand the resource by producing 200 bespoke packs 

with additional materials  

• To produce a short video which supports the activity resource and 

demonstrates some of the activity included.  

• To deliver creative workshops at 8 district library celebration events at the end 

of the summer at libraries in Burton, Stafford, Cannock, Newcastle U Lyme, 

Lichfield, Tamworth, Leek and South Staffordshire (TBC). 

Considerations: 

• Ensure activities and language are easy to follow, accessible and appropriate to 

the target age range (4-12). 

• Ensure the resource is visually stimulating and engaging using simple 

instructions, illustrations, doodles, drawings, photos and suggested materials 

where possible. 

• Encourage use of alternative methods of creative tools, i.e. every day tech, 

household or natural objects (where more traditional arts tools & materials may 

be unavailable)  

• Make links to the summer reading challenge by using books as inspiration and 

promote reading for pleasure.  

• To ensure the downloadable resource is accessible and easy to read with user-

friendly titles. Provide separate images & text for website use. 

• Use best practice to ensure video content is inclusive and digitally accessible.  

For examples of previous year’s activities and video demos, please visit Creative 

Explorers – Staffordshire Libraries Activity Resource (wordpress.com) 

Target audience 

Children aged 4 - 12 - encouraging families/ carers to also take part and share 

activities with the children, supporting them to learn together, discuss ideas, share 

creative experiences, have fun, and enrich their own relationships. 

Experience & Skills Required 

• Experience of working with young children and their families 

• Experience of using a range of creative processes to engage young children in 

the arts 

• Knowledge and understanding of a child led approach to creative activity 

• Ability to develop different working approaches to respond and meet the needs 

of participants, and project leaders 

• Experience and ability to produce good quality demonstration videos 

• Ability to be able to adapt working approaches to respond to different and 

sometimes sensitive working environments 

• Current DBS check & Public Liability Insurance  

https://staffslibrariesculture.wordpress.com/creative-explorers/
https://staffslibrariesculture.wordpress.com/creative-explorers/
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Artist Fee  

Total fee available is £5,000 breakdown as follows; 

Activity Resource Development & Design 6 days @250 p/day £1,500 

8 x district workshops 8 days @250 p/ day    £2,000 

Additional materials for 200 packs @ £5.00/pack    £1,000 

Video demonstration/ production     £250  

Artist travel & materials        £250 

Additional print costs will be covered Staffordshire Libraries & Arts Service. 

Timeline 

Deadline for Expression of interest   13 May 

Commission  starts     23 May  

Promotions deadline     20 June 

Activity Resource/ Packs/ Video deadline 8 July 

Workshops       27th August – 10 September 

To apply 

Please complete an expression of interest form and send to Tracie Meredith, 

Library Arts Officer, Staffordshire Libraries & Arts Service. Email: 

tracie.meredith@staffordshire.gov.uk by 5pm 13 May. 

This must include; 

• Your contact details / website / email address 

• A brief description about you and your work 

• Details of your relevant experience & examples of work (max 1MB) 

• An outline of how you will approach this project including ideas for the activity 

resource & workshop activities. (max 250 words) 

An expression of interest form is available to download form our website: 

Arts Opportunities – Staffordshire Libraries Activity Resource (wordpress.com) 

 

 

Working in partnership with Staffordshire Virtual School  

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Virtual-school/About  

Arts in Libraries 

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Libraries/Arts  

 

 

mailto:tracie.meredith@staffordshire.gov.uk
https://staffslibrariesculture.wordpress.com/arts-opportunities/
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Virtual-school/About
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Libraries/Art#s

